Survival of persons with AIDS in Kentucky.
Of all reported Kentucky adult/adolescent cases of AIDS (124) with diagnosis dates from July 1, 1990, through June 30, 1991, 33% died within three months of diagnosis. To discern possible reasons for these very short survival times, information was analyzed from the CDC AIDS Confidential Case Report of the 124 patients and from the hospital charts of the 29 patients who were reported as having died within the month of or the month following diagnosis. Data suggested that survival for three months appears to be less likely for blacks, for males, and for those 30 through 34 years old. In the cohort the first diagnosis of AIDS was made at 40 different hospitals and the patients presented to 77 different physicians. Of chart-reviewed patients, 16 of the 29 (55.1%) were previously known to be HIV-positive. The most commonly identified likely reason for short survival time from AIDS diagnosis to death was that the diagnosis had been previously missed (10 of the 29 patients--34%). The study showed that many known to be HIV-positive for some time had apparently received little or no care for their infection from testing until diagnosis with AIDS. Medical review of patient charts suggested that scatter of caregivers may have resulted in some errors in diagnosis and treatment decisions. Also, considerable numbers of persons with HIV infection are either not utilizing the existing HIV counseling, testing, and follow-up systems or are not receiving medical care for their infection once it is identified.